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Colleen Richards is a passionate Occupational Therapist and committed community leader 

based in Okiep, Northern Cape. With over two decades of experience in the Department of 

Education, Colleen has dedicated her career to supporting learners with special needs, 

fostering inclusive learning environments, and advocating for educational equity. 

 

Colleen holds a BSc in Occupational Therapy from the University of the Western Cape and 

has furthered her expertise with a short course in Learner Support in the Inclusive Education 

Classroom from North West University. Her work combines compassion, skill, and a strong 

belief in the potential of every child. She regularly leads community outreach and skills 

development workshops aimed at empowering educators, caregivers, and communities. 

 

Beyond her professional work, Colleen plays an active role in the broader community. She 

serves as a catechist at Holy Rosary Church and is a long-standing board member of the 

Kolping Society of South Africa, where she supports initiatives that promote family 

development and social upliftment. 

 

As a Board Member of the Garage Dance Ensemble, Colleen brings a unique perspective 

grounded in care, inclusion, and social impact. Her commitment to holistic development and 

education adds great value to the Ensemble’s mission of using the arts as a vehicle for 

transformation in Namaqualand. 

 


